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CHAPTER 2. VITAL STATISTICS LAWS

1. PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§32. Definition of terms

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section
unless otherwise provided for or unless the context otherwise indicates:

(1) "Biological parents" means a husband and wife, joined by legal marriage recognized as valid in
this state, who provide sperm and egg for in vitro fertilization, performed by a licensed physician,
when the resulting fetus is carried and delivered by a surrogate birth parent who is related by blood
or affinity to either the husband or wife.

(2) "Dead body" means a lifeless human body or such severed parts of the human body, or the bones
thereof, from the state of which it may be reasonably concluded that death has recently occurred.

(3) "Fetal death" means death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a
product of human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the
fact that after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any other evidence of
life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary
muscles.

(4) "File" means the presentation of a vital record provided for in this Chapter for registration by the
vital records registry.

(5) "Final disposition" means the burial, interment, cremation, removal from the state, or other
authorized disposition of a dead body or fetus.

(6) "Funeral director or person acting as such" is a licensed funeral director or embalmer as defined
in R.S. 37:831 et seq. or persons acting under the authority of the state health officer in accordance
with R.S. 40:5.

(7) "Induced termination of pregnancy" (abortion) means the purposeful interruption of pregnancy
with the intention other than to produce a live-born infant or to remove a dead fetus and if  such 1

interruption does not result in a live birth.

(8) "Institution" means any establishment, public or private, which provides inpatient medical,
surgical, or diagnostic care or treatment or nursing, custodial, or domiciliary care, or to which
persons are committed by law.



(9) "Live birth" means a birth in which the child shows evidence of life after complete birth. A birth
is complete when the child is entirely outside the mother, even if the umbilical cord is uncut and the
placenta still attached. The words "evidence of life" include heart action, breathing, or movement
of voluntary muscles.

(10) "Person in charge of interment" means any person who places or causes to be placed a deceased
or stillborn child, dead body, or, after cremation, the ashes thereof, in the earth, a grave, tomb, vault,
urn, or other receptacle, either in a cemetery or at any other place, or otherwise disposes thereof.

(11) "Physician" means a person authorized under the laws of this state to practice medicine.

(12) "Public health statistics unit" means that section which codes, tabulates, analyzes, reports, and
coordinates vital records and other health status indicator data for the office of public health.

(13) "Registration" as otherwise qualified in rules and regulations means the acceptance of vital
records by the vital records registry and the incorporation thereof into its official records.

(14) "Removal" means the transportation of a dead human body or the remains thereof from the
jurisdiction of the state of Louisiana.

(15) "Signature" or "sign(ed)" means a written signature or an electronic signature.

(16) "Spontaneous fetal death" (stillbirth) means the expulsion or extraction of a product of human
conception resulting in other than a live birth and  when the expulsion or extraction is not the result1

of an induced termination of pregnancy.

(17) "System of vital records" means the registration, collection, preservation, amendment,
certification, and issuance of certified copies of vital records required by this Chapter and activities
related thereto.

(18) "Vital records", "certificates", or "forms" means paper or electronic reports of birth, death, fetal
death, marriage, divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment, and data related thereto.

(19) "Vital records registry" means a central registry as provided for in R.S. 40:33(A) which
maintains the vital records archives and operates the system of vital records.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1251, §1, eff. July 15,
1997; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 136, §1; Acts 2006, No. 377, §1; Acts 2013, No. 220, §17, eff.
June 11, 2013.

As appears in enrolled bill.1

§33. Vital records registry; establishment; general authority and duties of state registrar

1. A. There is hereby established a central vital records registry within the office of public health and
a registrar of vital records for the state with an office properly equipped and operated for the safety
and preservation of all vital records covering the births, deaths, marriages, divorce judgments,
adoptions, and change of names, made and received under this Chapter or under the regulations
adopted by the Department of Health and Hospitals.



B. The vital records registry shall be directed by the state registrar who shall enforce this Chapter and
the regulations made pursuant thereto and shall investigate all cases of irregularity in preparation and
filing of vital records. Documents shall not be registered until such irregularities have been resolved.

C. Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals
shall make and amend, after due notice and hearing, in accordance with the provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, regulations necessary for the efficient performance of a single
adequate system of vital records for this state, and shall give instructions for collecting, transcribing,
compiling, analyzing, reporting, preserving, and issuing certified copies of vital records.

D. The domicile of the vital records registry shall be in the parish of Orleans. All suits or mandamus
actions brought against the registry shall be brought in the parish of Orleans.

E. The appointment of the state registrar shall be in accordance with the civil service law and
regulations.

F. The state registrar, with the approval of the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals
shall prescribe, print, and supply each parish with all certificate forms or reports provided for in this
Chapter. The local registrar shall supply such forms to every hospital, clinic, almshouse, lying-in
hospital, or other institution, public or private, including penal institutions, located in his registration
district to which persons resort for treatment of disease or injury or for childbirth or are committed
by process of law and to all physicians in his registration district.

G. Any person having knowledge of the facts shall furnish such information as he or she may possess
regarding any birth, death, spontaneous fetal death, induced termination of pregnancy, marriage, or
divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment, upon demand of the state registrar. Nothing in this
Section or Chapter shall be construed to require the person charged by R.S. 40:45 with preparing
birth certificates to make other than a reasonable effort, as defined in R.S. 40:44, to obtain missing
information or signature.

H. Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 175, §6.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1991, No. 820, §1; Acts 2010,
No. 175, §6; Acts 2013, No. 220, §17, eff. June 11, 2013.

§34. Vital records forms

1. A.(1) The certificate forms prescribed by the state registrar shall include, as a minimum, the items
listed below and any others recommended by the national office in charge of gathering vital statistics.
Only these forms shall be used in registering, recording, and preserving the vital information
required by this Chapter. These forms shall be typewritten in black type or written in jet black ink
or transferred by electronic means. Additionally each certificate of a birth occurring in a licensed
hospital shall be typewritten in black type or computer generated. Whenever a form is changed, the
new form shall be furnished to the person charged with preparing it not less than thirty days prior
to the date upon which the form shall be required to be used.

(2) The Department of Health and Hospitals shall promulgate rules and regulations in accordance



with the Administrative Procedure Act to allow electronic registration in lieu of typewritten or
written birth, death, fetal death, marriage, and divorce certificates.

B. The forms shall be printed and supplied or provided by electronic means by the state registrar and
the required contents are:

(1) Contents of birth certificate. The certificate of birth shall contain, as a minimum, the following
items:

(a) Full name of child.

(i) If the child dies without a first name before the certificate is filed, enter the words "died unnamed"
in this blank.

(ii) If the living child has not yet been given a first name at the date of filing of the certificate, leave
blank the space for the first name of the child and supply the name later by affidavit.

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in Items (vi) and (vii) of this Subparagraph, the surname of the
child shall be the surname of the husband of the mother if he was married to the mother of the child
at the time of conception and birth of the child or had not been legally divorced from the mother of
the child for more than three hundred days prior to the birth of the child, or, if both the husband and
the mother agree, the surname of the child may be the maiden name of the mother or a combination
of the surname of the husband and the maiden name of the mother.

(iv) If the child is born outside of marriage, the surname of the child shall be the mother's maiden
name. If the father is known and if both the mother and the father agree, the surname of the child
may be that of the father or a combination of the surname of the father and the maiden name of the
mother. For purposes of this Item, "father" means a father who has acknowledged his child or who
has been judicially declared the father in a filiation or paternity proceeding.

(v) Any change in the surname of a child from that required herein or to that allowed herein shall be
by court order as provided for in R.S. 13:4751 through 4755 or as otherwise provided in this Chapter
or by rules promulgated thereunder.

(vi) Notwithstanding the provisions of Item (B)(1)(a)(iii), and except as otherwise provided in Item
(B)(1)(a)(vii), if the father of the child is not the husband of the mother, the surname of the child may
be the maiden name of the mother, or, if the mother, husband, and father agree, the surname of the
child may be that of the father or a combination of the surname of the father and the maiden name
of the mother. The Department of Health and Hospitals, office of public health, shall develop a form
for the purposes of implementing this Item. However, the provisions of this Item shall be limited to
cases wherein the husband and mother have lived separate and apart continuously for a minimum
of one hundred eighty days prior to the time of conception of the child and have not reconciled since
the beginning of the one hundred eighty-day period, as evidenced by an affidavit of the parties
submitted to the registrar.

(vii) In the case of a child born of the marriage, which includes cases where both a person, presumed
to be the father pursuant to the Civil Code, and a biological father exist, the surname of the child's
biological father who has been judicially declared to be the father of the child in a filiation or



paternity proceeding, either prior or subsequent to the birth of the child, shall be the surname of the
child, if the biological father has sole or joint custody of the child and the presumed father, if any,
is no longer married to the mother. If the biological father and the mother agree, the surname of the
child shall be the maiden name of the mother or a combination of the surname of the biological
father and the maiden name of the mother. The child's mother, the husband of the mother, and the
biological father shall be indispensable parties in a filiation or paternity proceeding brought under
this Item, except when parental rights have been terminated or the person is deceased.

(viii) In the case of a child born of a surrogate birth parent who is related by blood or affinity to a
biological parent, the surname of the child's biological parents shall be the surname of the child.

(b) Sex.

(c) Time of birth.

(d) Date of birth, including the year, the month, and the day.

(e) Place of birth, including the street, and house number; if in a hospital or other institution, its
name, instead of the street and house number.

(f) Whether a plural birth. A separate certificate is required for each child in a plural birth.

(g) If a plural birth, the number of each child in order of birth.

(h)(i) Full name of father if the father was the husband of the mother of the child at the time of
conception and or birth of the child or had not been legally divorced from the mother of the child for
more than three hundred days prior to the birth of the child. If the husband of the mother was not the
biological father of the child, the full name of the biological father may be recorded in accordance
with the provisions of Item (vi) or (vii) of Subparagraph (a). A subsequent successful disavowal
action by the husband of the mother or his heirs or a subsequent successful contestation action by
the mother may later affect this entry and the child's surname. Otherwise, the full name of the father
may be recorded as provided by Item (iv) of Subparagraph (a).

(ii) If a child is born outside of marriage, the full name of the father shall be included on the record
of birth of the child only if the father and mother have signed a voluntary acknowledgment of
paternity or a court of competent jurisdiction has issued an adjudication of paternity.

(iii) In all other cases, the name of the father and other information pertaining to the father shall not
appear on the birth certificate and the surname of the child shall be recorded as the maiden name of
the mother.

(iv) Nothing in this Subparagraph shall preclude the Department of Children and Family Services,
office of children and family services, child support enforcement section from obtaining an
admission of paternity from the biological father for submission in a judicial proceeding, or prohibit
the issuance of an order in a judicial proceeding which bases a legal finding of paternity on an
admission of paternity by the biological father and any other additional showing required by state
law.

(v) In the case of a child born of a surrogate birth parent who is related by blood or affinity to a



biological parent, the full name of the biological parent who is proven to be the father by DNA
testing shall be listed as the father.

(vi) Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 561, §3.

(i) Maiden name of mother; however, if the child was born of a surrogate birth parent who is related
by blood or affinity to a biological parent, the maiden name of the biological parent who is proven
to be the mother by DNA testing shall be listed as the mother and the name of the surrogate birth
parent is not required.

(j) In the case of a child born of a surrogate birth parent who is related by blood or affinity to a
biological parent, the biological parents proven to be the mother and father by DNA testing shall be
considered the parents of the child.

(k) Respective age of parents on their last birthday, in years.

(l) Race or races of parents as reported by the parents.

(m) Residence of father and of mother.

(n) Birthplace of parents; at least the state or foreign country, if known.

(o) Number of children born to this mother, including present birth.

(p) Number of children born to this mother living.

(q) The certification of the attending physician, midwife, or other person in attendance, including
a statement of the year, month, day, and hour of birth and whether the child was born alive or
stillborn. This certification shall be signed by the physician, or midwife, or other person in
attendance with the address and date of signature.

(r) The exact date of filing in the office of the local registrar, attested by his official signature.

(s) The social security account numbers issued to the mother and the father, if obtainable; however,
these numbers shall not be printed on the child's birth certificate, but only as a part of vital records.

(2) Contents of death certificate. The certificate of death shall contain, as a minimum, the following
items:

(a)(i) Full name of the decedent.

(ii) The social security number issued to the decedent, unless a social security number cannot be
obtained.

(b) Sex.

(c) Race.

(d) Conjugal status; single, married, widowed, or divorced. If married, name of husband or wife.

(e) Age, in years, months, and days. If less than one day, in hours or minutes.



(f) Occupation, including any remunerative employment; the trade, profession, or particular kind of
work; the general nature of the industry, business, or establishment in which employed.

(g) Residence number.

(h) Place of residence, including city or town and state; if of foreign birth, how long in the United
States.

(i) Date of birth, including year, month, and day.

(j) Place of birth.

(k) Name and birthplace of father.

(l) Maiden name and birthplace of mother.

(m) Place of death, including street and house number; if in an industrial camp, its name.

(n) Name and address of the informant of the above items. The informant may be any competent
person acquainted with the facts, attesting to the accuracy of the above items.

(o) Official signature of the local registrar, with the date when the certificate containing the above
items was filed and the registered number of the certificate.

(p) Date and place of burial, cremation, or removal.

(q) Signature and address of undertaker, or person acting as such, on the statement of facts called for
in Subparagraph (p).

(r) The medical certification of the physician, if any, last attending to the deceased, which certificate
shall be made and signed by the physician within twenty-four hours of death with his name and
address. In the absence of a physician, the parish coroner shall sign the certificate. In either event,
the certification shall contain the following items:

(i) The fact and date of death, including year, month, day, and the time of the day.

(ii) Time in attendance.

(iii) Time he last saw the deceased alive.

(iv) Cause of death, showing the course of the disease or the sequence of causes resulting in the
death; and contributory or secondary causes, the duration of each, and whether any primary or
secondary causes of death are attributed to dangerous or insanitary conditions of employment. If the
cause of death was violent, the certificate shall show the coroner's determination as to whether the
death was probably accidental, suicidal, or homicidal.

(3) Contents of paternity acknowledgment affidavit. The state registrar shall develop an affidavit for
the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity which includes the minimum requirements of the
affidavit specified by the secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services under 42 U.S.C.
652(a)(7).



C. Upon request, the state registrar shall provide the information required in R.S. 40:34(B)(1)(r) and
(2)(a) to the agency charged with implementing a program of family support in accordance with R.S.
46:236.1.1 et seq.

D. The state registrar of vital records is hereby authorized to amend an original birth certificate in
accordance with Louisiana laws or a final court order which specifically orders the amendments,
provided the court's order complies with existing Louisiana laws.

E.(1) If the child is a child born outside of marriage and the father is known to the mother, she shall
complete and sign a paternity information form issued by the Vital Records Registry which shall
include the name and date of birth of the child, full name of the father, his mailing address, his street
address or the location where he can be found, his date of birth, and the name of his parent or
guardian if he is a minor, his state and city of birth, his social security number, and his place of
employment, if known. Within fifteen days after the date of admission, the hospital or birthing
facility shall forward the form to the child support enforcement section, office of children and family
services, Department of Children and Family Services, with such information as the mother has
provided. If the birth occurred at a location other than a licensed hospital or birthing facility, the form
shall be completed at the time the home birth is recorded by the Vital Records Registry and
submitted to support enforcement services within fifteen days thereafter. If the natural father has not
executed an acknowledgment of paternity, the mother shall sign as the informant unless she is
medically unable or mentally incompetent in which case her guardian or legal representative shall
sign.

(2) The department shall serve notice on the alleged father that he has been named as the father of
the child. If the alleged father is a minor, service shall be made upon his parent or guardian. The
notice shall be served by certified mail, return receipt requested. The notice shall include the name
of the child and the name of the mother of the child and shall advise the alleged father how the
allegation of paternity can be contested. The notice shall also advise the alleged father that he can
request that blood tests be conducted, and that the alleged father can sign an acknowledgment of
paternity.

(3) Upon receiving the notice, the alleged father shall have ninety days to contest the allegation that
he is the father. He shall do so by advising the department in writing that he is not the father. If the
alleged father fails to contest the allegation in writing within ninety days, he shall be presumed to
be the father of the child, for support purposes only, and the agency or the custodial parent can use
this presumption in an action to seek a support order.

(4) If the alleged father contests paternity at the hearing for support, the court may order blood tests.

(5) If the results of the blood test indicate by a probability of 99.9% or higher that the alleged father
is in fact the father of the child, or if the alleged parent fails to appear for the court-ordered blood
tests, the court shall rule that he is the father of the child, for purposes of support only, and shall
issue an order for support in accordance with state law.

(6) Nothing in this Subsection shall be deemed, construed, or interpreted to create any presumption
of legal paternity for any purpose other than support as set forth in this Subsection.



(7) In the event the alleged father is found not to be the father, all costs of the hearing, medical costs,
expert witnesses costs, and costs incurred by the alleged father defending himself shall be paid by
the party who made the allegations against the alleged father.

F. All acknowledgments of paternity properly executed in Louisiana and adjudications of paternity
adjudged in Louisiana shall be filed with the state registrar, office of vital records, in a central
repository pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 666(a)(5)(M).

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1983, No. 624, §1; Acts 1986, No. 621, §1; Acts 1986,
No. 876, §1; Acts 1987, No. 343, §1; Acts 1987, No. 360, §1; Acts 1989, No. 819, §1; Acts 1990,
No. 238, §1; Acts 1990, No. 349, §1, eff. Oct. 1, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 688, §1, eff. July 18, 1991;
Acts 1991, No. 820, §1; Acts 1993, No. 740, §1; Acts 1993, No. 775, §1, eff. Aug. 15, 1994; Acts
1995, No. 954, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1252, §1, eff. July 15, 1997; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 8, §4,
eff. April 24, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 834, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 136, §1;
Acts 2001, No. 690, §1; Acts 2001, No. 1118, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1239, §1, eff. July 7, 2003; Acts
2003, No. 1251, §1; Acts 2004, No. 26, §13; Acts 2006, No. 344, §5, eff. June 13, 2006; Acts 2006,
No. 377, §1; Acts 2008, No. 561, §§2, 3; Acts 2012, No. 255, §6.

NOTE: See Acts 1993, No. 775, §3.

§35. Failure to complete medical certification

1. If the medical certification portion of the death certificate contains too many indefinite or
unsatisfactory terms, as determined by the state registrar, denoting only symptoms of disease or
conditions resulting from disease and the like, the state registrar may require that the certificate be
returned for completion and no certified copy of the death certificate shall be issued until completed
properly.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 2003, No. 657, §1.

§36. State registrar as custodian 

1. A. The state registrar of vital records is the custodian of all vital certificates and records in this
state which heretofore may exist in any parish or municipality, or which may hereafter be received
by him. He shall gather, compile, index, bind, and make provisions for the storage and preservation
of these records. 

B. The state registrar shall take every precaution to preserve all documents in their original form. 

C. To preserve vital records, the state registrar is authorized to prepare accurate typewritten,
photographic, electronic, or other reproductions of certificates or reports in the vital records registry.
Such reproductions when certified by the state registrar shall be accepted as the original records.

D. The public health statistics unit as provided for in R.S. 40:32(5) shall provide reports containing
analysis and tabulation of data derived from certificates and reports required under this Chapter, as
determined necessary for health planning and program activities. 



E. The state registrar may delegate such functions and duties vested in him or her to employees of
the vital records registry. 

F. The public health statistics unit shall submit to the secretary of the Department of Health and
Hospitals, to the legislature, and to the governor an annual report which shall take the form of a
compilation and recapitulation of the information received pursuant to this Section and shall include
such information as required in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 40:65. 

G. The state registrar of vital records may annually transfer and the secretary of state, division of
archives, records management and history, is authorized to receive all birth records over one hundred
years old and all records of death, stillbirth, marriage, dissolution of marriage, and annulment over
fifty years old which records shall be available for use by genealogists and the general public. Such
records shall not be subject to the amendment or alteration provisions of this Chapter. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1990, No. 212, §

§37. Local registrars; duties 

1. The state registrar shall designate an employee of the office of public health to serve as the local
registrar in each parish health unit. The state registrar shall serve as local registrar in Orleans Parish.
All local registrars shall be responsible for completion of incomplete birth certificates not properly
returned to the preparer and shall enforce the provisions of this Chapter and regulations adopted
thereunder. 

Acts 1991, No. 820, §1. 

§38. Certified copies, issuance 

1. A certified copy of a vital record in the custody of the vital records registry shall be issued in
accordance with regulations duly promulgated in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1986, No. 876, §1. 

§40. Fees for certified copies

1. Fees for filing, searching, and furnishing copies of vital records shall be determined as follows:

(1) A fee of five dollars for the issuance of a short-form birth certification card.

(2) A fee of eleven dollars for the issuance of a certified photocopy or certified record of an original
birth record, or "long-form" copy.

(3) A fee of nine dollars for the issuance of an initial certified copy of a death certificate sold to
funeral directors, and a fee of seven dollars for all subsequent issuances of the same death certificate.

(4) A nonrefundable fee of eighteen dollars for filing a delayed certificate of birth or death.

(5) A fee of five dollars for each certified copy of a delayed certificate of birth or death.



(6) A fee of fifteen dollars for each marriage license and a fee of five dollars for each certified copy
of a marriage certificate.

(7) Repealed by Acts 2003, No. 657, §2.

(8) A nonrefundable fee of eighteen dollars for filing an acknowledgment in connection with a
certificate of birth on file.

(9) A nonrefundable fee of eighteen dollars for filing an adoption judgment in connection with a
certificate of birth on file.

(10) A nonrefundable fee of eighteen dollars for filing of any correction of a birth or death certificate,
except corrections that are initiated within ninety days of the filing date shall be made without
charge.

(11) A fee of five dollars for each certified copy of a certificate after amendment by the filing of an
acknowledgment, adoption, or correction.

(12) In the event that there is no record on file, the fee shall be retained to cover time consumed in
searching for any record.

(13) Services provided to public bodies shall be subject to regulations duly promulgated in
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

(14) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Paragraphs of this Section to the contrary, in no
case shall a fee be charged for the first certified copy of a birth certificate mailed to the address of
the parent shown on the newborn child's birth certificate. This certified copy shall be mailed as soon
as practical after the birth certificate has been accepted for registration and numbering. Fees for
subsequent certified copies of birth certificates shall be charged in accordance with other Paragraphs
of this Section.

(15) A fee of ten dollars for each certified copy of an evidentiary document.

(16) A fee of ten dollars for each certified copy of a divorce certificate.

(17) A fee of ten dollars for issuance of a putative father registry certificate.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 460, §1; Acts 1983, No. 477, §1, eff. Aug. 1,
1983; Acts 1985, No. 347, §1, eff. July 9, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1990, No. 237, §1;
Acts 1992, No. 461, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 1138, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 2000,
1st Ex. Sess., No. 125, §1, eff. July 1, 2000; Acts 2003, No. 657, §§1 and 2; Acts 2004

§41. Disclosure of records

1. A. All certificates in the custody of the state registrar are open to inspection, subject to the
provisions of this Chapter. No employee of the state shall disclose data contained in vital records,
except as authorized by this Chapter.

B.(1) Disclosure of confidential birth information from which can be determined whether the child
was born of or outside of marriage may be made only upon order of the court in any case where that



information is necessary for the determination of personal or property rights and then only for that
purpose. Upon receiving an order from the court, the vital records registrar shall file a copy of the
birth certificate, marked for judicial purposes only, under seal in the records of the clerk of court.
The judge presiding over the matter may review the birth certificate in chambers and may use the
birth certificate within his discretion during the course of the proceedings. No copies of the birth
certificate may be issued by the court to the litigants in the proceeding. The birth certificate must be
destroyed at the conclusion of the proceedings after all appeal delays have lapsed. This Section shall
not apply in any case where any sheriff, United States attorney, attorney general, or district attorney
makes written request to the state registrar. Upon receipt of such written request, such registrar shall
make disclosure to any sheriff, United States attorney, attorney general, or district attorney requesting
same, of the contents of birth records in the registrar's custody.

(2) Disclosure of confidential death certificate information may be made only upon order of the court
in any case where a judge orders that information is necessary for the resolution of the proceeding
and then only for that purpose. Upon receiving an order from the court, the vital records registrar
shall file a copy of the death certificate, marked for judicial purposes only, under seal in the records
of the clerk of court. The judge presiding over the matter may review the death certificate in
chambers and may use the death certificate within his discretion during the course of the
proceedings. No copies of the death certificate may be issued by the court to the litigants in the
proceeding. The death certificate must be destroyed at the conclusion of the proceedings after all
appeal delays have lapsed. This Section shall not apply in any case where any sheriff, United States
attorney, attorney general, public administrator, or district attorney makes a written request to the
state registrar. Upon receipt of such written request, such registrar shall make disclosure to any
sheriff, United States attorney, attorney general, public administrator, or district attorney requesting
same, of the contents of the death certificate in the registrar's custody.

C.(1) The state registrar shall not permit inspection of the records or issue a certificate, or any part
thereof, unless he is satisfied that the applicant thereof is the person named in the certificate, or is
a member of the immediate or surviving family of said person, or is named in a court proceeding as
a member of the immediate or surviving family of said person, or is the beneficiary of an insurance
policy or trust.

(2) The credentials of an attorney, together with a written declaration of the record in which he is
interested and a written declaration or oral statement that he is a legal representative of one of the
named parties referenced in Paragraph (C)(1) shall constitute sufficient proof of a direct interest in
the matter recorded.

(3) The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to marriage records.

(4) The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to the release of birth rosters to local city and
parish supervisors of child welfare and attendance; however, such birth information shall be kept
confidential by the supervisors of child welfare and attendance and not used for any purpose other
than the enforcement of the compulsory school attendance law.

(5) The state registrar shall issue a certified copy of a death certificate to a funeral director acting at
the request of the immediate or surviving family up to one year following the date of death.
Thereafter, the provisions of R.S. 40:41(C)(1) and (2) shall apply.



D.(1) In accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the state health officer to ensure that
all identifying information is kept confidential, the data contained in vital records may be made
available to state judicial district courts to enable the courts to remove deceased persons from the
juror rolls, to the department for use in the administration of the programs of the department, and
to qualified researchers.

(2) A panel of public health officials which shall include the state health officer, the state registrar,
and the tumor registry administrator shall review each proposal for use of vital records in the
administration of the programs of the department or in research to ensure:

(a) That the proposal is in the best interest of the state or the public health of its citizens, and

(b) That those persons having access to vital records are either involved in the administration of the
programs of the department or are well qualified to conduct research.

(3) Only those proposals which are certified by the panel as meeting these two standards shall be
approved by the panel to use confidential vital records.

E. The registrar shall make available for inspection and copying and shall forward upon request
copies of records of deaths to the Louisiana cancer registry program established pursuant to R.S.
40:1229.80 et seq.

F. The federal agency responsible for national vital statistics may be furnished such copies or data
from the system of vital records as it may require for national statistics, provided such federal agency
shares in the cost of collecting, processing, and transmitting such data, and provided further that such
data shall not be used for other than statistical purposes by the federal agency unless so authorized
by the state registrar.

G. The state registrar may, by agreement, transmit copies of records and other reports required by
this Chapter to offices of vital statistics outside this state when such records or other reports relate
to residents of those jurisdictions or persons born in those jurisdictions. The agreement shall require
that the copies be used for statistical and administrative purposes only and the agreement shall
further provide for the retention and disposition of such copies. Copies received by the vital records
registry from offices of vital statistics in other states shall be handled in the same manner as
prescribed in this Section.

H. The state registrar shall, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the secretary of the
Department of Health and Hospitals, transmit information from the death certificate of any state
resident to each public agency from which the deceased received, or could have received, benefits.
The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall be notified of the death of each state resident.
Such information shall be limited to the name of the deceased, his address, the date of death, date
of birth, and any other identifying information which may be necessary for the public agency to
identify the deceased as a recipient of benefits.

I. The state registrar shall issue a certified copy of a birth or death certificate to any public retirement
system, fund, or plan in the state of Louisiana upon written request of the respective retirement
system for the following purposes:



(1) A certificate is required by the retirement system to determine if benefits are owed by or to the
retirement system.

(2) The immediate or surviving family has refused to provide such certificate and refused to
authorize the retirement system to request such certificate or if the birth or death certificate provided
appears to be altered or forged.

J.(1) Data contained in the vital records registry shall be made available upon written request by the
Department of Health and Hospitals for review or use by the Department of Health and Hospitals
in evaluating the effectiveness of departmental programs. The data shall only be utilized for this
specific purpose.

(2) Any Department of Health and Hospitals employee using data that may contain identifying
information shall sign a statement ensuring confidentiality.

(3) Any identifying data shall be stripped from resulting databases as soon as the need for it has
expired.

(4) All data shall be destroyed or returned to the office of vital records by the Department of Health
and Hospitals upon the finalization of the evaluation process.

K. Upon the written request of the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance in the case of
a student loan guaranteed by the Student Financial Assistance Commission, or the written request
of the office of the attorney general when a student loan is being collected by the office of the
attorney general, the state registrar shall issue a certified copy of a death certificate to the respective
requesting office when the certificate is required by the office to determine whether a student loan
is eligible for discharge and the immediate or surviving family has refused to provide such
certificate, has refused to authorize the office to request such certificate, or the death certificate
provided appears to be altered or forged.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 1983, No. 437, §1; Acts 1984, No. 885, §1; Acts 1985,
No. 811, §1, eff. July 22, 1985; Acts 1985, No. 625, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1987, No. 360,
§1; Acts 1990, No. 182, §1; Acts 1992, No. 166, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 1997, No. 369, §1, eff.
June 20, 1997; Acts 2004, No. 26, §13; Acts 2004, No. 254, §1; Acts 2004, No. 355, §1; Acts 2007,
No. 105, §1; Acts 2012, No. 372, §1.

§42. Evidentiary character of certificates 

1. A. Except for delayed or altered certificates, every original certificate on file in the vital records
registry is prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated. The names of parents as entered on birth
and death records shall not be deemed to be prima facie evidence of the existence of a marriage
between the said parents. 

B. Certified copies of original certificates shall be admitted as evidence under the same conditions
as the original certificate. Upon service of a subpoena at least seven days in advance of the return
date, the state registrar shall forward a certified copy of the subpoenaed document, by certified mail,
to the clerk of court or other lawful authority who issued the subpoena. A personal return with the



original document shall not be required unless the court or other lawful authority, for good cause
shown, orders the production of the original by a personal return by the state registrar or his
designee. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Amended by Acts 

§47. Compulsory registration of deaths and spontaneous fetal deaths (stillbirths) 

1. A. A certificate of every death and every spontaneous fetal death except as noted in R.S.
40:49(B)(9) shall be filed with a registrar within five days after its occurrence. If the place of death
or spontaneous fetal death is not known, the certificate shall be filed with the state registrar within
five days after the finding of the body. In any case, a certificate shall be filed prior to interment,
cremation, removal, or other disposition of the body. The place where the body is found shall be
known as the place of death. If the date of death is unknown, it shall be determined by
approximation. 

B. When spontaneous fetal death, required to be reported by this Section, occurs without medical
attendance at or immediately after the delivery or when inquiry is required by R.S.
40:34(A)(2)(r)(iv)* the coroner shall investigate the cause of death and shall prepare and file the
certificate within five days. 

C. When a spontaneous fetal death occurs in a moving conveyance and the fetus is first removed
from the conveyance in this state or when a dead fetus is found in this state and the place of fetal
death is unknown, the fetal death shall be reported in this state. The place where the fetus was first
removed from the conveyance or the dead fetus was found shall be considered the place of fetal
death. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1.

*See, now, R.S. 40:34(B)(2)(r)(iv)

§48. Abortions (induced termination of pregnancy); birth and death certificates 

1. A. Whenever an abortion procedure results in a live birth, a birth certificate shall be issued
certifying the birth of said born human being even though said human being may thereafter die. For
the purposes of this Section a human being is live born, or there is a live birth, whenever there is the
complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a human embryo or fetus, irrespective of the
duration of pregnancy, which after such separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such
as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or movement of the voluntary muscles,
whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached. In the event death does
ensue after a short time, a death certificate shall be issued. Both the birth and the death certificates
shall be issued in accordance with the provisions of this Part and of rules and regulations of the
Department of Health and Hospitals.

B. Each induced termination of pregnancy which occurs in this state shall be reported to the vital
records registry within fifteen days by the person in charge of the institution in which the induced
termination of pregnancy was performed. If the induced termination of pregnancy was performed
outside an institution, the physician in attendance at or immediately after delivery shall prepare and



file the report.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1.

§49. Preparation and filing of death and spontaneous fetal death certificate (stillbirth)

1. A. The funeral director or person acting as such shall prepare and file the certificate of death or
spontaneous fetal death or stillbirth provided for in R.S. 40:47.

B. In preparing a certificate of death or spontaneous fetal death or stillbirth, he shall:

(1) First obtain and enter on the certificate the personal data required by the state registrar from the
person best qualified to supply such data.

(2) Except as provided in Paragraph (4) of this Subsection, if the death occurred with medical
attendance, present the certificate of death to the physician last in attendance upon the deceased, who
shall certify over his signature within twenty-four hours the cause of death to his best knowledge and
belief; or, if the spontaneous fetal death occurred with any person in attendance, present the
certificate of spontaneous fetal death to the physician, midwife, or other person in attendance at the
spontaneous fetal death for the certification of the fact of spontaneous fetal death and such medical
data pertaining to the spontaneous fetal death as the physician or midwife can furnish in his
professional capacity.

(3) Except as provided in Paragraph (4) of this Subsection, if the death occurred without medical
attendance, or if the physician or midwife or other person last in attendance at the death or
spontaneous fetal death refuses or for any reason fails to sign the certificate, immediately notify the
appropriate local registrar. The local registrar shall, prior to issuing a permit for burial, cremation,
or other disposition of the body, inform the coroner, and refer the case to him for immediate
investigation and certification of the information required under Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.
Provided, however, that nothing in this Section shall be construed to require an investigation,
autopsy or inquest in any case where death occurred without medical attendance solely because the
deceased was under treatment by prayer or spiritual means alone in accordance with the tenets and
practices of a recognized church or religious denomination, and under such eventualities, the death
certificate may be completed on the basis of information received from persons having knowledge
of the facts.

(4) Whether the death or spontaneous fetal death occurred with or without medical attendance, if the
circumstances of the case suggest that the death or spontaneous fetal death was caused by other than
natural causes, the local registrar shall refer the case to the coroner or medical examiner for
investigation and certification.

(5) When death occurs more than ten days after the decedent was last treated by a physician, the case
shall be referred to the coroner for investigation to determine and certify the cause of death.

(6) When inquiry is required by the coroner, he shall determine the cause of death and shall complete
and sign the medical certification within forty-eight hours after taking charge of the case.

(7) If the cause of death cannot be determined within forty-eight hours after death, the attending



physician or coroner shall give the funeral director or person acting as such notice of the reason for
the delay, and final disposition of the body shall not be made until authorized by the attending
physician or coroner.

(8)(a) When a death is presumed to have occurred on a specific date and at a specific time and place
within this state but the body cannot be located, a death certificate may be prepared by the state
registrar upon receipt of an order of a Louisiana court of competent jurisdiction following a
contradictory proceeding brought against the district attorney in the parish of the presumed place of
death. The court shall require such clear and convincing proof as it deems necessary and in
accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Civil Code Articles 54, 55, and 1957 and Louisiana
Code of Evidence Articles 301 through 308 and, if applicable, in further accord with R.S. 9:1441-
1443. The court's judgment shall include the finding of sufficient facts to complete the essential parts
of the death certificate.

(b) A certified copy of the petition shall accompany a certified copy of the judgment presented to the
state registrar, along with a fee of ten dollars for filing and preparation of the presumptive death
certificate, plus a fee of five dollars for each certified copy of the presumptive death certificate after
the original document has been completed and recorded in the vital records registry.

(c) Such a death certificate shall be clearly marked or stamped "presumptive" and shall show on its
face the date of registration and shall identify the court and the date of decree.

(9) Each spontaneous fetal death of twenty complete weeks gestation or more, calculated from the
date last normal menstrual period began to the date of delivery, or a weight of three hundred fifty
grams or more, which occurs in this state shall be reported within five days after delivery to the vital
records registry or as otherwise directed by the state registrar.

(10) When a dead fetus is delivered in an institution, the person in charge of the institution or his or
her designated representative shall prepare and file the spontaneous fetal death (stillbirth) certificate.

(11) When death occurs in a moving conveyance in the United States and the body is first removed
from the conveyance in this state, the death shall be registered in this state and the place where it is
first removed shall be considered the place of death. When a death occurs on a moving conveyance
while in international waters or air space or in a foreign country or its air space and the body is first
removed from the conveyance in this state, the death shall be registered in this state but the
certificate shall show the actual place of death insofar as can be determined.

(12) The medical certification shall be completed, signed, and returned to the funeral director, if
applicable, within twenty-four hours after death by the physician in charge of the patient's care for
the illness or condition which resulted in death, except when a coroner's inquiry is required. In the
absence of the physician or with his or her approval the certificate may be completed and signed by
his or her associate physician, the chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred,
the physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent, or the coroner, provided such individual
has access to the medical history of the case, views the deceased at or after death, and death is due
to natural causes.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1987, No. 342, §1; Acts 2006, No. 192, §1;
Acts 2010, No. 547, §1.



§50. Issuance of death certificates; duties of state registrar 

1. A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the funeral director or other person
required by law to initiate a death certificate shall initiate such certificate in original only, and shall
file the original with a local registrar. The local registrar of each parish shall retain this original in
his office for a period of ten days from the date the certificate is filed. 

B. If no certified copy has been issued or if all certified copies issued have been returned and
destroyed by him, a local registrar, upon receipt of documentary evidence or affidavit of the original
informant, may make corrections on these certificates during this ten-day period, provided that no
changes or corrections may be made as to the time of death or cause of death. 

C. A local registrar may issue certified copies of any death certificate during the ten day period it is
retained by him, and the certification of the local registrar shall have the same legal effect as
certification by the state registrar, as otherwise provided by law. The local registrar shall forward
each death certificate to the state registrar on the tenth day after the certificate is filed with him. Each
month the state registrar shall notify each parish registrar of voters as to the name, address and age
of each resident of that parish over eighteen years of age for whom a death certificate has been
received. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1. 

§51. Delayed determination of cause of death 

1. If the cause of death cannot be determined within three days after death, the certification of the
cause of death may be returned after the prescribed period, but the attending physician or coroner
shall notify the local registrar of the parish in which the death occurred, in writing, of the reason for
the delayed certification of the cause of death, in order that a permit for the disposition of the body
may be issued. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. 

§52. Permit for removal, burial, cremation, or other disposition of body for a death in state;
requirements to obtain death certificate before removing body out of the continental United
States

1. When a death or spontaneous fetal death (stillbirth) occurs in this state or when a dead human
body is found, the deceased, stillborn child, or dead human body shall not be interred, deposited in
a vault or tomb, removed from the state, cremated, or otherwise disposed of until a burial transit
permit has been issued by a local registrar. However, a dead human body shall not be removed from
the continental United States until a burial transit permit has been issued and a death certificate has
been completed by the parish coroner or a physician as required in R.S. 40:34(B)(2)(r).

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 2003, No. 657, §1.



§53. Foreign permits; death outside state 

1. When the death or spontaneous fetal death (stillbirth) occurred outside this state and the body is
accompanied by a permit for burial, removal, or other disposition issued in accordance with the law
and the regulations in force at the place where the death or stillbirth occurred, the body may be
transported into or through this state. However, before the interment, cremation, or other disposal
of the body within the state, the out of state permit shall be endorsed by the local registrar. The local
registrar shall keep an appropriate record of all such permits endorsed by him. 

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. 

§54. Prerequisites for permit

1. A permit shall be issued for burial within the state, for interment in a vault or tomb, for removal
from the state, for scientific use, cremation, or other disposition without the necessity of a completed
death certificate. However, no permit for the disposition by removal from the continental United
States shall be issued by a local registrar until a certificate of death or stillbirth, has been completed
by the parish coroner or a physician as required in R.S. 40:34(B)(2)(r), and has been filed with a
local registrar. No permit may be issued unless and until all the regulations of the Department of
Health and Hospitals in respect to the issuance of the permit have been complied with. No permit
shall be issued which would be contrary to the sanitary laws of the state.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 2003, No. 657, §1.

§59. Delayed or altered certificates; allowed subject to department regulations 

1. The acceptance for filing by the state registrar of any certificate more than six months after the
time prescribed for its filing and any alteration of any certificate after it is filed with the state
registrar is subject to regulations in which the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals
shall prescribe in detail the proofs to be submitted by any applicant for delayed filing or for an
alteration of a certificate. Notwithstanding regulations of the department regarding the proofs
necessary for the alteration of a certificate, the state registrar shall permit alteration or correction of
information supplied by the informant with the exception of the name of the surviving spouse on a
death certificate within one year from the date of death. This shall not apply to typographical errors
in the name of the spouse. Other errors may be corrected upon presentation of an affidavit stating
the errant information and the correction thereto and bearing the signature of the informant, or if
unavailable the signature of a member of the immediate family, unless the information was taken
from hospital or other records, in which case, an affidavit executed by a member of immediate or
surviving family of the deceased shall be sufficient. After one year from the date of death, all
alterations and corrections shall comply with departmental regulations promulgated pursuant to this
Section.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1; Acts 1987, No. 360, §1.



§60. Handling of delayed or altered certificate 

1. A.(1) Certificates accepted for filing more than six months after the time prescribed for their filing
and certificates, other than birth certificates, which have been altered after being filed with the state
registrar shall contain the date of the delayed filing or the date of the alteration and be marked
distinctly "delayed" or "altered".

(2) All alterations of birth certificates shall be accomplished by preparation of a new birth certificate
on which the altered information is entered. The new certificate shall have the original file number
and be annotated at the top of the document with the word "Amended". The original birth certificate
shall indicate such alterations by the interlinear method of drawing a line through the old information
and entering the new information. The line shall not obscure the original information. Thereafter,
the certificate shall be distinctly marked "altered". Thereafter, when a verified certification of birth
is issued, it shall be based upon the new certificate, except when an order of a court of competent
jurisdiction shall require the issuance of a verified transcript or certification based upon the original
record of birth.

B. After a certificate has been accepted for delayed filing or after a certificate on file has been
altered, the state registrar shall note on the certificate a summary statement of the evidence submitted
in support of the acceptance for delayed filing or the alteration, together with the alteration made.

C. Evidence affecting delayed certificates or affecting the alteration of a certificate after it has been
filed with the state registrar shall be kept in a special permanent file.

D. Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of a court of competent jurisdiction changing the
name of a person born in this state and upon request of such person or, if a minor, of both his
parents, guardian, or legal representative, the state registrar shall prepare a new birth certificate on
which the new information is entered and which shall have the original file number and be annotated
at the top of the document with the word "Amended". The registrar shall then amend the certificate
of birth to show the new name on the original certificate as provided in rules and regulations
promulgated by the department.

E.(1) When an applicant does not submit the minimum documentation required in the regulations
for amending a vital record or when the state registrar has reasonable cause to question the validity
or adequacy of the applicant's sworn statements or the documentary evidence, and if the deficiencies
are not corrected, the state registrar shall not amend the vital record and shall advise that applicant
of the reason for this action and shall further advise the applicant of the right to seek a court order
in a contradictory proceeding against the state registrar of vital records brought in a Louisiana court
of competent jurisdiction at the domicile of the vital records registry.

(2) The petitioner's burden of proof in such proceedings shall be to show by a preponderance of the
evidence that the vital record on file with the vital records registry is incorrect or contains inaccurate
information and that such vital record should be altered to show the correct or accurate information.

F. To protect the integrity of vital records and to prevent the fraudulent use of birth certificates of
deceased persons, the state registrar is hereby authorized to match birth and death certificates, in



accordance with written standards promulgated by the secretary of the Department of Health and
Hospitals to prove beyond a reasonable doubt the fact of death, and to stamp "deceased" and date
the appropriate birth certificate. Copies issued from birth certificates marked deceased shall be
similarly marked.

Acts 1979, No. 776, §1. Acts 1983, No. 624, §1; Acts 1986, No. 876, §1; Acts 1991, No. 597, §1,
eff. July 1, 1992.


